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      DASC's The SCORE! 
                           keep track of the score with ALL that is going on at Dakota Alliance Soccer Club! 
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Announcing New Developmental 

Programs 

   

 
 
Leo Guerrero is our new director of the Youth Program. 
He came from Des Moines where he worked for West 
Des Moines Soccer Club for 4 years with the youth 
programs and coached multiple girls teams. John 
Markley is an OôGorman grad and is now attending USD. 
He is currently pursing a degree in Elementary Physical 
Education. He has been working with the youth or Joga 
program since June of last year. 
  
Soccernastics is a gross motor skill / soccer 
fundamentals program for 3 and 4 yr old boys and girls. 
Parents play and learn about the game alongside their 
kids, beginning our club-wide parent education program. 
For 45 minutes a week, 6 weeks per season, the players 
and parents learn to run, jump, skip, dribble, and move 
the ball with all the surfaces of the foot and just have 
FUN! 
 
Joga (meaning ñplayò) is a soccer skill development 
program for 5-6 yr old boys and girls. Based on a 
curriculum of education-based, age-appropriate 
activities, Joga works on the basic fundamentals of the 
youth soccer game: dribbling, passing, and basic 
receiving. With professional youth coaches at every 
session, the players get 30 minutes of skills training and 
20-30 minutes of the game, once a week for 6 weeks! 
Joga is a great program for beginners and ñmore 
experiencedò players alike ï our coaches can challenge 
any player at any level!! 

 
Our new program is The NEW Toca or Toque de Oro 
(meaning ñgolden touchò) Program is a NEW program for 
our U7ôs and U8ôs boys and girls sessions. These 
sessions focus is still on footwork and developing a 
comfort level with the ball at their feet. Their world is 
beginning to broaden and they understand that the team 
is no longer just themselves and their one buddy.  We 
cannot forget about the importance of technique at this 
age. Coaches should not try to teach young players 
about tactics at this age. The focus for U8 players should 
be learning technique, especially dribbling. Just let them 
play!!! 
 

 

 

 

DOC Article 

  

Chris McGill                                                   

Director of Coaching 

This is a very exciting moment in Dakota Alliance Soccer 
Club history because the merger is now final and the 
start of DASC can really take off.  On the competitive 
side of the club in the last six months we have re-
structured, added staff and added a royal blue accent 
color.  Then on the recreational side in the last six 
months we have added new staff, added new programs 
and increased our parent and coaching education 
programs.  By adding new staff and programs into the 
club we are really able to have a multi-functional club.  
This is so important because we can offer a soccer 
program for any age player for any ability. 
 
DASC also brought back the Top Soccer program which 
is for players who have a mental or physical disability.  I 
worked Top Soccer the weekend of Saturday July 24

th
 

and it was one of the greatest experiences of my life.  
The players were so excited and thankful for the 
coaching I provided.  I feel that a lot of our young players 
in society take what they have for granted.  The players I 
worked with look forward to coming to soccer practice all 
week and canôt wait to play and learn once they arrive.  
Some of the parents told me stories about their child and 
how they get so excited for soccer on Saturdays.  This is 
something everyone should participate in at some point 
in time in their live! 
 
Because of the size of our club we need more coaches, 

continued on page 2 
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Monthly Player Bio 

Find Out About a Current DASC Player 
 

 
Name: Nathaniel Pohl    
 
Nick Name: Nu-Nu 
 
Age: 7 yrs 
 
Team and Age Group: Denmark U8 Summer Street 
Soccer  
 
How Long Have You Been Playing Soccer: 3 yrs  
 
School: Lowell MST 
 
Favorite Athlete: Wayne Rooney  
 
Favorite Sports Team: Manchester United  
 
In Your Free Time You: Watch TV, Play More Soccer  
 
Interesting/Fun/Weird Fact: I have OLD multi-national 
parents 
 
Favorite Soccer Moment/Memory: SCORING GOALS! 

  

 

                                                                                                                                                
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

 

                                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                               

 

                                                              

                                                                  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                 

Monthly Coach Bio 

Find Out About a Current DASC Coach        
 
 
Name: Frank Gurnick                              
  
Team(s) Coaching: Director of Recreational Soccer 
  
How Long Have You Been Coaching: 27 years 
  
Hometown:  Cleveland, Ohio 
   
Favorite Athlete: Curt Warner ï Wesley Sneijder 
  
Favorite Sports Team: The Netherlands National Team 
--- Any Ohio State Team 
  
In Your Free Time Free You: Free Time??  Online 
Backgammon Tournaments, working out, and playing 
with my kids 
  
Interesting Fun Fact About You: I acted in several 
Shakespeare plays in collage and enjoys watching 
General Hospital 
  
Favorite Coaching Moment/Memory: Touring the 
Netherlands and seeing the National Teamôs Training 
facility as well as touring the AJAX Stadium and youth 
training facility 

 

 

more referees and more volunteers.  Speaking with our 
office staff, board, and parents, I have come to the 
conclusion that the volunteer support is not like it used to 
be.  Unfortunately, this is a typically trend in all non-profit 
sports organizations.  In order to increase our volunteer 
pool we have added a volunteer fee.  There are particular 
parts of the organization that volunteers are critical, such 
as fields and tournaments.   If we do not have enough 
volunteers for these two areas we have to pay people to 
take on these tasks.  The reason why we have added the 
volunteer fee is because if we do not have enough 
volunteers we can then use those dollars to hire the 
proper personal.  If you are interested in any of these 
three items please visit our website or contact me at 
chrism@dakotaalliancesoccer.com.   
 
I know the club has a very bright future and canôt wait to 
see where it takes us! 

 
 

  

 

continued from page 1 

mailto:chrism@dakotaalliancesoccer.com


The Score 3 

 

  

                                                             

 

 

 

                            

 

                           

 

 

                                                                                                                                                       

 
                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                   

 

                                                                                                                  

                                                                                                                                     

                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

                                                                                                                                                                

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

                                

 

                                                                                                                                                

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S  

ENTRY LEVEL REFEREE CERTIFICATION 

EMPIRE COURTYARD MARRIOTT 

SATURDAY AUG 8
TH

 FROM 9AM TO 5PM 

TO RSVP PLEASE EMAIL DANIEL AT 

DANIELO@DAKOTAALLIANCESOCCER.COM 

 

GRADE 7 AND 8 REFEREE RECERTIFICATION 

OôGORMAN HS TRACK, THEN EMPIRE COURTYARD MARRIOTT 

SATURDAY AUG 8
TH

 FROM 9AM TO 1PM 

TO RSVP PLEASE EMAIL DANIEL AT 

DANIELO@DAKOTAALLIANCESOCCER.COM 

 

FALL RECREATIONAL COACHES MEETINGS 

DAKOTA ALLIANCE SOCCER OFFICE 

AUG 9
TH

: U5 ï U8 IS 6PM TO 7PM; U12+ IS 7PM 

AUG 10
TH

: U9 ï U10 IS 6PM TO 7PM; REC A IS 7PM 

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT: 

www.dakotaalliancesoccer.com/recreational 

 

U5 ð U8 YOUTH MODULES 

DAKOTA ALLIANCE SOCCER OFFICE 

MONDAY AUG 16
TH

 FROM 5:30PM TO 9:30PM 

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT: 

www.dakotaalliancesoccer.com/coaches 

 

U9 ð U12 YOUTH MODULES 

DAKOTA ALLIANCE SOCCER OFFICE 

TUESDAY AUG 17
TH

 FROM 5:30PM TO 9:30PM 

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT: 

www.dakotaalliancesoccer.com/coaches 

 

START OF MATCH UP LEAGUE, REC A, AND REC B LEAGUES 

SIOUX FALLS, SD 

AUG 21TH 

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT: 

www.dakotaalliancesoccer.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Trivia Question of the Month 

Expand Your Soccer Knowledge  

www.funtrivia.com 

Last Monthôs Q and A: Which former menôs national team 
defender played in a band which opened for Hootie and the 
Blowfish during their 1998 European Tour? Alexi Lalas 
 
This Monthôs Question: Who is the only national team 
member from the state of Hawaii?  
 

 

Headline: New Team Photo 
Partners 

 
Dakota Alliance Soccer is pleased to announce that Sport 

Photo and Tiger Photo are our new official partners for 
team pictures this season. Both companies have worked 
with Dakota Alliance in the past and have reputations for 

quality work and strong customer service. 
 

Neither company shot photos for Dakota Alliance last 
spring as we experimented with another photographer. 

After hearing from coaches and parents, we are going back 
to offering a choice between the two photographers who 
have served the majority of teams over the last several 

years. 
 

Both Tiger Photo and Sport Photo offer perks to coaches 
who schedule with them. Head coaches receive a free 

8x10 memory mate with a team and individual photo, while 
one assistant coach will receive a free photo magnet. 

 
Team photos taken by these photographers will be used on 
plaques that we provide our sponsors so we encourage all 
coaches to schedule your photos. Both companies will be 
available to schedule teams at the coaches meetings on 

Aug. 9 & 10 and their brochures will be in the packet each 
coach will receive. 

 
Sport Photo is owned by Janelle Smedsrud. Address: 612 
S. Churchill Ave., Sioux Falls, SD 57103. Phone: 605-362-

8866. E-mail: Janelle@sportphotos.org. Web site: 
www.sportphotosd.org. 

 
Tiger Photo is owned by Jim and Suzanne Cheesman. 
Address: 809 E. Elm St., Harrisburg, SD 57032. Phone: 

605-941-4719. E-mail: Info@tigerphotosd. Web site: 
www.tigerphotosd.com. 

 

mailto:danielo@dakotaalliancesoccer.com
mailto:danielo@dakotaalliancesoccer.com
http://www.dakotaalliancesoccer.com/recreational
http://www.dakotaalliancesoccer.com/coaches
http://www.dakotaalliancesoccer.com/coaches
http://www.dascprograms.com/premier-academy.cfm
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Refereeõs Call 

Calling Handballs Correctly 
 

Brad Peschong 

South Dakota Referee 

Handball!!!   There is hardly a game goes by that a 
referee does not hear that yelled by players, parents and 
coaches.  It seems simple:  hand + ball = handball.  
Right?  Well, not so fast. Handball (or óhandling the ballô) 
is probably as misunderstood as the offside rule.  
Consider the following referee rule of thumb:ñIf you never 
call a handball, you will be right 90% of the time.ò 

Seriously?  How can that be?  There is perfectly good and 
clear guidance on this issue in the USSF publications 
"Advice to Referees on the Laws of the Game":  

12.9 DELIBERATE HANDLING  
The offense known as "handling the ball" involves 
deliberate contact with the ball by a player's hand or arm 
(including fingertips, upper arm, or outer shoulder). 
"Deliberate contact" means that the player could have 
avoided the touch but chose not to, that the player's arms 
were not in a normal playing position at the time, or that 
the player deliberately continued an initially accidental 
contact for the purpose of gaining an unfair advantage. 
Moving hands or arms instinctively to protect the body 
when suddenly faced with a fast approaching ball does 
not constitute deliberate contact unless there is 
subsequent action to direct the ball once contact is made. 
Likewise, placing hands or arms to protect the body at a 
free kick or similar restart is not likely to produce an 
infringement unless there is subsequent action to direct or 
control the ball. The fact that a player may benefit from the 
ball contacting the hand does not transform the otherwise 
accidental event into an infringement.  

Keys to Identifying Handling the Ball - The following 3 
criteria should be the primary factors considered by the 
referee:  

1. Making yourself bigger - This refers to the placement 
of the arm(s)/hand(s) of the defending player at the time 
the ball is played by the opponent. Should an arm/hand be 
in a position that takes away space from the team with the 
ball and the ball contacts the arm/hand, the referee should 
interpret this contact as handling. Referees should 
interpret this action as the defender "deliberately" putting 
his arm/hand in a position in order to reduce the options of 
the opponent (like spreading your arms wide to take away 
the passing lane of an attacker).  

¶ Does the defender use his hand/arm as a barrier?  

¶ Does the defender use his hand/arm to take away 
space and/or the passing lane from the opponent?  

¶ Does the defender use his hand/arm to occupy 
more space by extending his reach or extending 

DASC by the numbers for 
June and July 

 
1567 ï Players signed up for the Fall Recreational Soccer 
Season (Rapidly growing every day) 
 
594 ï Players tried out for Competitive Soccer (still adding 
players) 
 
169 ï Teams participated in the DASC Invitational in June 
 
163 ï Players participating in our Premier Academy Camp 
 
149 ï Players tried out for Recreational ñAò 
 
99 ï Players participated in the Legends Camp in June 
 
91 ï Players in our U9/U10 Academy Program (still 
growing) 
 
82 ï Teams participated in the State Recreational 
Tournament we hosted in June 
 
12 ï Teams that won State Cup and attend Regionals in 
Dayton, Ohio 
 
8 ï Coaches DASC has added to the staff since June 
 
2 ï Teams received the Fair Play Award at Regionals 
 
1 ï Only one club like DASC 
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the ability of his body to play the ball thereby 
benefiting from the extension(s)?  

2. Is the arm or hand in an "unnatural position?" - Is 
the arm or hand in a position that is not normal or natural 
for a player performing the task at hand.  

3. Did the player" benefit?" - In considering all the 
"signs" described above, the referee should also consider 
the result of the player's (usually a defender) action. Did 
the defender's action (handling of the ball) deny an 
opportunity (for example, a pass or shot on goal) that 
would have otherwise been available to the opponent? 
Did the offending player gain an unfair tactical advantage 
from contact with the hand/arm which enabled him to 
retain possession? In other words: Did the player benefit 
by putting his hand/arm in an "unnatural position?" The 
referee needs to be able to quickly calculate the result of 
the player's action to determine whether an offence has 
been committed. If you are still uncertain as to whether 
handling the ball has occurred, you should then use the 
following two criteria as part of the decision making 
process:  

4. Reaction Time- The less time a defender has to react, 
the less likely there has been a handling offense. For 
example, a ball struck from a close distance, or a very fast 
moving ball, or a ball coming in from a direction which is 
outside the defender's view gives little or no time for the 
defender's reaction to be "deliberate." The referee must 
take into consideration whether the defender's reaction is 
purely instinctive, taken to protect sensitive areas of the 
body as the face. Distance is a factor in determining 
"reaction time." The further the ball, the more reaction 
time a play may have.  

5. Hand/arm to ball - Referees must be ready to judge 
whether the player moved his arm to the ball thereby 
initiating the contact. Additionally, the referee should 
evaluate whether the player deliberately readjusted his 
body position to block the ball thus intentionally playing 
the ball with his hand/arm.  

So, there you go.  Remember, "handballs" need to be 
deliberate and that generally means the 'hand hit the ball' 
not 'the ball hit the hand.'  When you really think about it, 
the ball is constantly hitting people in the head, chest, 
legs, stomach, back, face, etc - so being hit by the ball 
during a game is not at all unusual or a foul.  So it's not at 
all unexpected that a player can also get hit in the 
hand/arm as well, and it's not a foul.  It's when the player 
deliberately hits the ball that is the problem, and that 
does happen, but not nearly as much as simply being hit 
by the ball.   

So, the next time you are tempted to call a "handball," 
think twice and get it right!   

 

U17 Girls Shine at Premier Showcase 
(win all 3 games) 

 
The U17 Girls Elite Team ended their 2010 season by 
attending the College Search Kickoff (CSK) in Muscatine, 
Iowa.  The CSK is one of the premier showcases that attract 
teams and college coaches from all across the nation.  The 
DASC girls paired up against Las Vegas for their first game 
and won with a score 3-1.  The next match up was against 
Illinois Premier and the girls prevailed once again with a 
score of 3-1.  The final game was against Red River of North 
Dakota and DASC ended their weekend with its third victory 
by a score of 2-1. 
 
Congratulations ladies on representing Dakota Alliance and 
South Dakota so well. 
 

What Soccer is on T.V.?!? 

Find Out What Big Games Are on T.V. This Month 
 

Date Time Match/Program Channel 

6-Aug 7:00pm AC Milan vs Panathinaikos Athens  FSC 

7-Aug 9:30pm 
Los Angeles Galaxy vs Real 

Madrid  FSC, FSE 

8-Aug 9:00am Chelsea vs Manchester United FSC  

8-Aug 6:00pm FC Dallas vs Philadelphia Union FSC, FSE 

8-Aug 7:00pm 
Philadelphia Independence vs 

Boston Breakers FSC 

8-Aug 8:00pm 
Chicago Fire vs New York Red 

Bulls ESPN2 

10-Aug 7:00pm USA vs Brazil  ESPN2 

13-Aug 1:45pm Bayern München vs Real Madrid  ESPN 

14-Aug 6:45am 
Tottenham Hotspur vs Manchester 

City ESPN2 

14-Aug 9:00am Aston Villa vs West Ham United FSC,  

14-Aug 11:30am Chelsea vs West Bromwich Albion FSC 

14-Aug 3:00pm 
New York Red Bulls vs Los 

Angeles Galaxy  FSC 

15-Aug 12:00am 
Central Coast Mariners vs 

Adelaide United FSC 

15-Aug 10:00am Liverpool vs Arsenal FSC 

15-Aug 5:00pm Boston Breakers vs Sky Blue FC FSC 

21-Aug 11:15am Wigan Athletic vs Chelsea FSC 

22-Aug 10:00am Fulham vs Manchester United  FSC 

28-Aug 6:45am Blackburn Rovers vs Arsenal ESPN2 

28-Aug 11:30am 
Manchester United vs West Ham 

United FSC 

29-Aug 10:00am Aston Villa vs Everton FSC 

 
Find out more at http://www.livesoccertv.com/ 
 

 

continued from page 4 

http://www.livesoccertv.com/match/154848/ac-milan-vs-panathinaikos-athens/
http://www.livesoccertv.com/match/155599/los-angeles-galaxy-vs-real-madrid/
http://www.livesoccertv.com/match/155599/los-angeles-galaxy-vs-real-madrid/
http://www.livesoccertv.com/match/143015/chelsea-vs-manchester-united/
http://www.livesoccertv.com/match/143211/fc-dallas-vs-philadelphia-union/
http://www.livesoccertv.com/match/155603/philadelphia-independence-vs-boston-breakers/
http://www.livesoccertv.com/match/155603/philadelphia-independence-vs-boston-breakers/
http://www.livesoccertv.com/match/141827/chicago-fire-vs-new-york-red-bulls/
http://www.livesoccertv.com/match/141827/chicago-fire-vs-new-york-red-bulls/
http://www.livesoccertv.com/match/142291/usa-vs-brazil/
http://www.livesoccertv.com/match/155120/bayern-m-nchen-vs-real-madrid/
http://www.livesoccertv.com/match/142139/tottenham-hotspur-vs-manchester-city/
http://www.livesoccertv.com/match/142139/tottenham-hotspur-vs-manchester-city/
http://www.livesoccertv.com/match/142140/aston-villa-vs-west-ham-united/
http://www.livesoccertv.com/match/141833/chelsea-vs-west-bromwich-albion/
http://www.livesoccertv.com/match/142911/new-york-red-bulls-vs-los-angeles-galaxy/
http://www.livesoccertv.com/match/142911/new-york-red-bulls-vs-los-angeles-galaxy/
http://www.livesoccertv.com/match/146825/central-coast-mariners-vs-adelaide-united/
http://www.livesoccertv.com/match/146825/central-coast-mariners-vs-adelaide-united/
http://www.livesoccertv.com/match/142146/liverpool-vs-arsenal/
http://www.livesoccertv.com/match/156451/boston-breakers-vs-sky-blue-fc/
http://www.livesoccertv.com/match/142154/wigan-athletic-vs-chelsea/
http://www.livesoccertv.com/match/142155/fulham-vs-manchester-united/
http://www.livesoccertv.com/match/142157/blackburn-rovers-vs-arsenal/
http://www.livesoccertv.com/match/141842/manchester-united-vs-west-ham-united/
http://www.livesoccertv.com/match/141842/manchester-united-vs-west-ham-united/
http://www.livesoccertv.com/match/142165/aston-villa-vs-everton/
http://www.livesoccertv.com/
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